Laser treatment of pigmented lesions.
Lasers are powerful tools in the treatment of benign pigmented lesions. Their role in the treatment of pigmented lesions other than those which are benign has not been defined. As with other ablative treatments, avoidance of lesions with malignant potential is essential. The wise adage First do no harm applies. By presenting the patient with a realistic goal and expectations, as well as discussing alternatives, limitations and risks, an informed decision for laser treatment can be made. Care and conservatism protect both the patient and the integrity of the laser surgeon.